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I believe that 2018 has been a defining year in the life of our church. When the new year began, we sought 
God first in prayer and believed it would be a year of revival. It has been powerful watching God moving in and 
through His people!

We have seen God’s power and grace move in people’s lives in our communities and around the world. The 
vision of New River has never been clearer: to connect people to Jesus and equip them to live out His purpose. 
We believe the only way to do that is to move FWRD (forward). By focusing on our core values, we saw the evi-
dence of God in Freedom, Worship, Relationship and Development. 

In January, over 200 people joined together in prayer for 25 days. Through our partnership with The Fives, we 
learned that prayer moves the heart of God, which began a spiritual transformation in the entire church.

REV Weekend 2018 had the highest attendance in its history, with an impact still seen in our students. And 
during our summer VBS, 230 volunteers led 515 kids in worship and teaching resulting in 30 salvations. 

At our last vision night the Elders ordained 24 men and women as Deacons. This past Christmas we were able to 
help 96 families in our communities through the Angel Tree ministry and local benevolence.
 
I firmly believe God is already working out a release of new miracles and heavenly blessings for our community 
in 2019! I look forward to seeing God create those pathways, and I am honored to walk alongside you as we 
navigate God’s plans together.
 
        - Jeremy Ward | Executive Pastor







For years, I fought God. From the outside, I put up a good front all the while hiding the secrets only 
God and I knew. I endured terrible relationships and surrounded myself with selfish people. I was 
selfish too, and thought my strength came from my independence. I wasn’t willing to obey and sub-
mit to God’s desire for my life because I saw obedience and submission only as signs of weakness.
 
I experienced baptism once before, but this “obedience” to God was only superficial. Broken and 
suffering, I had been in the darkest time of my life, for about a year, when it all changed during a 
baptism announcement at New River. I heard the voice of God speak to me and I felt something stir 
inside. He told me it was my time and change was coming.
 
I was on the verge of true freedom and to grasp it I had to obey, step out of my seat, and submit 
again to baptism. Because of my encounter with God. My long-fought battle finally ended and I 
walked out of the church that day with a new identity. My friends, my interests, how I prayed and how 
I gave; this all changed. I am transformed, with freedom found only in Jesus. 
          
       - Kellci B. | NEW RIVER MINERAL WELLS

FREEDOM



Worship has played a crucial role in my life. I’ve experienced true spiritual transformation by becoming more aware of 
His presence every day. In those intimate moments with God, I know not only who He is, but who He says I am. I’ve 
learned that worship is so much more than just singing a song; it is setting my focus, attention, and heart’s affection 
on my Heavenly Father.
 
I now have a new understanding that giving back to God in my finances, my words and my time is also an act of 
worship. Because of this, I’ve seen changes in my daily prayers and choices. My worship ultimately brings honor and 
glory to God because I’ve put Him first in everything and I get to be a part of His daily agenda and divine plan!

        – Brooke W. | NEW RIVER BENBROOK

WORSHIP







Last year, my family and I walked in the doors of New River for the first time. We were reluctant to come, but found 
ourselves drawn here, looking for something we knew only God could provide. We felt welcomed and invited into 
this church from the moment we drove up because our first encounter began in the parking lot with friendly smiles 
and waves.
 
Then, each person at the door greeted us warmly with a smile and cheerful “good morning”. Our reluctance re-
mained, however, and we still questioned if we were in the right place, but the welcomes just kept coming. The ush-
ers personally greeted us as we entered the Worship Center, and as we looked for a seat, a stranger waved us over to 
sit next to her.
 
Our family enjoyed the services, and before we left, a man walked up and asked to pray for me. He told me the Holy 
Spirit prompted him and when I heard those words, I started tearing up. I was caught off guard by the emotion at 
first, but it was just the start of learning to walk in relationship with our new church family. We felt God show up for 
our family through all the people God placed in front of us that day. It has forever changed us, our relationships, and 
our spiritual journey.

        – Mitch R. | NEW RIVER HUDSON OAKS

RELATIONSHIP



When I first came to New River, I was in the darkest season of my life. I used to put myself last in line. It was natural 
for me to sit in the back row or serve myself last. During a women’s retreat, I was challenged to face this behavior 
head-on. My New River sisters lovingly pushed me to be the first in line every time the opportunity presented itself. 
It was the most uncomfortable feeling to be first! While I thought it was humility, it wasn’t. I was believing a lie: that I 
wasn’t worthy of being served and being first meant I was selfish. 
 
After that weekend, I sought God about what He was trying to show me. He lovingly spoke to my heart and showed 
me I was worthy because He made me worthy. After hearing His voice, my actions and choices started to change. 
He’s given me opportunities to speak boldly and challenge other women to know their worth by taking their place at 
the front of the line. I’ve learned to stop being a people pleaser, and instead, use my gifts to serve because I get to 
be a blessing.
 
Through the power of Jesus and Godly influence of others, I’ve seen the growth not just in myself, but also in my 
husband and kids. The old me would never pray out loud or with someone else. Because I now understand my value 
to God, I am bold and fully aware of my worth as a daughter of the King.

        - Emily T. | NEW RIVER HUDSON OAKS

DEVELOPMENT







In 2018, we experienced a strong move of God at New River Benbrook. Our people and church are healthy 
because He especially moved in worship, giving, and spiritual development. More people than ever before are 
engaged and connected by new encounters with the Holy Spirit. God called us to remain faithful and obedient 
in our giving, and because of this, we’ve seen spiritual growth in our people through baptism and 
discipleship. We welcomed new staff, watched our student ministry grow under new leadership and more 
families are connected to the Learning Center than ever before. It’s been an exciting year of growth!
 
We believe this move of God is due first and foremost to our focus on personal growth and development with 
the Holy Spirit, from which all other fruit flows. Our relationship with God has grown deeper by our encounters 
with Him in worship. When we worship God first, we see every area of our life begin to change! As we look 
forward to 2019, we believe that God is going to take New River Benbrook to deeper levels of understanding, 
obedience, commitment, and worship in both Spirit and Truth.

       - Pastor Lynn Bullock | BENBROOK CAMPUS

NEW RIVER |  BENBROOK



37 BAPTISMS $777,706
TITHES & OFFERINGS

242 AVERAGE 
ATTENDANCE







God has been so gracious to New River Mineral Wells over the last year. To see His hand at work has been 
nothing short of amazing. The Lord continues to draw people to Himself, which is evident by our regular con-
versations with people who show up at our doorstep not knowing why they’re here, but that they know they are 
supposed to be here.
 
We’ve seen God move in mighty ways through the launch of two ministries this year: Celebrate Recovery and 
Young Adults. Seeing people set free from their struggles is something that never gets old! It is also wonderful 
seeing our Equip classes full of eager people who are hungry to learn and experience the glory of God. We see 
this same desire in our Student and Kids Ministries!
 
None of this could happen without a team of faithful and committed volunteers that believe in and walk out the 
vision every week. Our loyal prayer warriors gather weekly to pray over the entire campus; we believe this is one 
of the keys to usher in the powerful work that God is doing here.
 
By faith, we are positioning ourselves for an even greater move of God in 2019! We can’t wait to see what He’s 
going to do!

      - Pastor Dan Rasmussen | MINERAL WELLS CAMPUS

NEW RIVER |  MINERAL WELLS



31 BAPTISMS $446,365
TITHES & OFFERINGS

298 AVERAGE 
ATTENDANCE







Looking back, it is clear that the fire of Holy Spirit came on the Hudson Oaks campus and ignited a new passion 
within our hearts that I pray will never extinguish. Our families worshiped together more than ever before. Our 
students felt the revival of God that led them to display a contagious outpouring of Jesus’ love in worship. We 
heard many stories of healing, financial provision, and people gaining a deeper relationship with the Holy Spirit. 
We made time for God’s presence to encounter us. We sought the voice of God often, and obeyed His call to 
obedience even when it was most uncomfortable.

We saw a lot of change in 2018. As we learned to navigate that change with grace, we didn’t waver in our wor-
ship, words or belief that God would remain faithful. We discovered our mission. We understood our purpose. 
It was always there, but our relationship with God grew as we learned how to steward it. It is because of your 
faithfulness and prayer that we’ve seen many lives changed for God’s glory and purpose.
 

      - Pastor Jeremy Ward | NEW RIVER HUDSON OAKS

NEW RIVER |  HUDSON OAKS



62 BAPTISMS $1,970,624
TITHES & OFFERINGS

744 AVERAGE 
ATTENDANCE







2 0 1 8  M I S S I O N S

 $74,496 GIVEN 
TO MISSIONS

$135,975 FOR 
MISSIONARY SUPPORT

$26,004 GIVEN TO 
LOCAL BENEVOLENCE

$6,125 GIVEN TO
SCHOLARSHIP CAMPS

$19,861 GIVEN TO 
SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS



96 BAPTISMS $3,194,695
TITHES & OFFERINGS

1,284 AVERAGE 
ATTENDANCE

TOTAL BUDGETED EXPENSES: $4,134,864
TOTAL ACTUAL EXPENSES: $4,043,421






