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INTRODUCTION 

We believe the purpose of the local church is to glorify God.  The Church is the living Body 

of Christ.  God’s mission is to unite all of the earth under His rule, starting first with the body 

of Christ.  The church is responsible for the equipping, and sending of disciples to continue 

God’s work of proclaiming the message of salvation to the ends of the earth.   

Believers are empowered by the Holy Spirit, are sent out by Christ through the church to 

bear witness of Him, and are equipped to preach, heal, teach, baptize and make disciples of 

all peoples. 

GATHER.  GROW.  GO.   

“Gather in God’s presence through worship.  Grow deeper as followers of Jesus in 

groups.  Go in our gifts, empowered by the Holy Spirit to live as witnesses of Jesus to the 

world.” 

Acts 2:42–47  And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 

were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in 

common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to 

all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their 

homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with 

all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.  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GATHER 
God has commanded his people to organize themselves into distinct communities for the great 
purpose of giving visibility to his kingdom, of making known the gospel of that kingdom, and of 
gathering those who are lost. 

1) Fellowship of Ordinary People  

1 Corinthians 1:26–27  For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 

Hebrews 10:25  not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

2) Built Up in Love 

1 Thessalonians 5:11  Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are 
doing. 

Romans 15:2  Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. 

1 Corinthians 14:12  So with yourselves, since you are eager for manifestations of the Spirit, strive to 
excel in building up the church. 

Galatians 6:10  So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those 
who are of the household of faith. 

3) Prayer in Church Life  

Acts 1:14  All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women 
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

Acts 2:42  And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers. 
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GROW 
We are committed to growing in our gifts together as disciples of Jesus.  Community life is important 
in the spiritual growth of a disciple, and we believe that the context that best suites and develops 
growth is groups.  

1) In Character 

Colossians 3:12–15  Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint 
against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And 
above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 

1 Thessalonians 3:12  and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and 
for all, as we do for you, 

2) Into Christ 

Ephesians 4:15  Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the 
head, into Christ, 

Colossians 1:10  so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in 
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 

2 Peter 3:18  But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be 
the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

3) In Understanding  

Hebrews 6:1  Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not 
laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 

4) In Maturity 

Philippians 1:6  And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.  

Philippians 3:13–16  Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in 
anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. Only let us hold true to what we have 
attained.  

2 Thessalonians 1:3  We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because 
your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing 
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GO  

We are committed to equipping disciples in their gifts, empowered by the Holy Spirit, to represent 
Jesus to the world.  Jesus gave this mandate to his disciples, in Matthew 28:19-20.  We believe the 
role of the local church is to prepare believers for the work of the ministry.  Our desire to see the 
glory of God taken to the ends of the earth through the message of the gospel. 

1) Into All the World 

Mark 13:10  And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations. 

Matthew 28:19–20  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

2) Gifts  

Romans 12:6–8  Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if 
prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 
the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, 
with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

1 Corinthians 12:7–11  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to 
one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one 
Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish 
between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All 
these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills. 

Ephesians 4:7–13  But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 
Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to 
men.” (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower 
regions, the earth? He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that 
he might fill all things.) And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all 
attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ 
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EQUIPPING MINISTRIES 
New River affirms the present day equipping ministry of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and 
teachers outlined in Ephesians 4:11-13. These equipping ministries were given to the church, to be 
expressed in and through the lives of its saints for the glory of God and the edification of his people.  

   
We believe these five ministries will continue to be God’s method of ministry through the Church, 
“until we all reach unity in faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God, and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13). Since these functions have 
are not yet completed, we should see all five ministries present and active in the Church.  

These ministries will continue to be God’s method of ministry through the Church, to mankind, for 
the purpose of the unity in the faith. We believe God provided the five equipping ministries and the 
gifts which support to be the effective transformational leadership of the church and in society. The 
equipping of the saints is to better prepare them to serve in church and the marketplace so that their 
organizations are built up for the glory of God.  

Ephesians 4:4–7  There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that 
belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all 
and through all and in all. But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s 
gift. 

Ephesians 4:11–13  And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all 
attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 

Colossians 3:14–15 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 

CONCLUSION 
The church is called to praise and glorify God, to establish Jesus Christ’s kingdom, and to proclaim 
the gospel throughout the world, as the continuation of Jesus Christ’s mission through his followers. 
Believers are empowered by the Holy Spirit and sent out by Christ to bear witness to him and to 
preach, heal, teach, baptize and make disciples of all peoples.   

New River exists to gather in God’s presence through prayer and worship.  Catalyze the Kingdom of 
God through group ministry.  Equip believers, empowered by the Holy Spirit, to live as witnesses of 
Jesus to the world. 


